CHAPTER XIV.

MINOR POETS, LYRIC AND MYSTIC.

During the course of the seventy years covered by the
reigns of Mehemmed II, Bayezfd II, and SeHm I all the
outlying Turkish lands west of Persia, except the tiny pro-
vince of the Beni-Ramazan and the partially Turkish district
of Baghdad, have been gathered into the Ottoman fold. The
number of Turkish towns that must henceforward be called
Ottoman has consequently considerably increased, and the
field for the cultivation of Ottoman poetry has been propor-
tionally extended.

As culture has made great strides during these seventy
years, the study of Persian literature, which in those days
was synonymous with culture, has acquired an ever-increasing
importance. In reading the Tezkires we constantly find it
recorded to the credit of a poet of this early time that he
was well versed in the Fenn-i Furs, an expression which
bears much the same relation to Persian studies as our term
Latinity does to Latin.

There has been much coming and going of poets between
Turkey and Persia. l Amongst those who came from the
Eastern Kingdom was that Basiri whose name has been

1 Thus we have seen how Mifeyyed-zade studied for some years in Persia
(p. 29), and how cAli Qushji (p. 25, n. 5) and Monla Idris (p. 267, n. i) left
the Persian foi the Ottoman service.